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More available at LaSalle to ready Albany
County youth for the first day of school

Access to community resources, school supplies put youth
and families on firm footing as the school year begins

On August 28th, 128 moms, dads, brothers, and sisters
from 25 Albany families came to LaSalle for the Fourth
Annual Back-to-School Night walking away with backpacks full of school supplies, and skills and information
essential to preparing for a nutritious, successful school day.
The majority of students served participate in the Albany
County Juvenile Reporting and Family Center. JRFC is an
expansion of the popular Evening Reporting Center begun in 2006. This event was a first
for youth and families being served by LaSalle’s JRFC partners: St.
Anne Institute and St. Catherine’s Center for Children.
Patrica Aikens, director of Albany County Probation, said “It was
an evening of families spending positive time together preparing
for the new school year.” Of the recent program expansion, she said
“The relationships among family members have improved greatly,
our youth are maturing, and changing how they are conducting
themselves, which improves our community as a whole.”
Turn the page to read the complete press release about LaSalle’s Backto-School Night >>

*** Advanced Certificate Training Available at LaSalle in October ***
As our awareness of sexually abusive youth grows, it is imperative that practitioners provide
effective evaluations, assessment and interventions consistent with rapidly emerging research.
For the second consecutive year, LaSalle will host skilled, nationally renowned trainer, Joann
Schladale, M.S., L.M.F.T. to teach practical skills including the facilitation of comprehensive
evaluations, development of safety plans and risk management approaches, development of
clearly defined treatment processes for youth and family, modification of assessment and
treatment approaches to the intellectual capacity of each client, and more.
For further information about this staff development opportunity, please copy the following link
into your web browser: http://nearipress.org/certificate-program >>

From Albany to Jamaica, West Indies: Lasallians are all over the world
Long-time LaSalle Campus Minister Richard Ward left LaSalle in July to join two Christian Brothers in leading a college preparatory school in the Mandeville Diocese of Jamaica, West Indies. Ward will serve St. Vincent Strambi School as a teacher, campus
minister, and moderator of extracurricular programs. A long time Lasallian, Ward also served as campus minister at LaSalle Academy in New York City before his seven-year Albany assignment.
In the inset photo above, Ward (center) posed with his parents, John and Marion Ward of Providence, Rhode Island after the
ceremony commissioning him to his new service. They were surrounded by administrators from the Christian Brothers’ District of
Eastern North America. From left to right are Br. Dennis Lee FSC, Br. James Wallace FSC, Br. Dennis Malloy FSC, Br. Augustine
Nicoletti FSC, and Mr. Alan Weyland.
To read more about the ceremony commissioning Ward to his overseas assignment, go to www.lasalle-school.org >>
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AT ALBANY’S LASALLE SCHOOL, BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT
PROVIDES MORE THANPENCILS, PAPER AND BACKPACKS
Evening Reporting Center Changes Trajectory and Offers an Alternative to Youth Detention

The Albany‐based, LaSalle School, its community of partners, and in association with its Evening Reporting Center (ERC)
program, held its Fourth Annual Back to School Parent Night on Wednesday, August 28.

The ERC, an effective alternative to juvenile detention was created in 2006 to provide structure during after school hours, 6
days a week, for at‐risk youth referred by Albany County social service officials and Family Court judges. A 90‐day, ERC
placement, supervised by LaSalle and the Albany County Department of Probation, includes academic support, counseling,
value‐based enrichment, activities, recreation and family services in a safe, structured and environment.

“For nearly 160 years, the LaSalle community has provided families with stability and resources during times of crisis and
transition,” said LaSalle Executive Director Bill Wolff. “The program has evolved, and our counseling and healing services
today are clearly different from those who may know our name, and previous missions. In recent years, we have become
nationally known for our work that provides treatment to those confronted with extraordinary challenges and circumstances.
However, the constant is this – we are able to alter the trajectory and path of the boys we serve for the better.”

Among the components of theERC program are monthly parent’s nights. During this evening’s session in addition to collecting
school supplies and offering student activities, access and resources will be available targeting healthy family functioning,
stability and continuum of care. Essential to a good start to the school year is readily available information. On hand to speak
with parents and student were representatives from:

Albany Truancy Abatement Program;
Equinox Journey Mentoring and New Pathways Program;
Mediation Matters;
Cornell Cooperative Extension;
Fidelis Health Care; and
Albany Police Department’s Engagement Unit.

Back to School Night was made possible by its sponsors: Lodge’s Department Store, Inc.; Superior Business Products, Inc.;
Walgreen’s, Inc.; Forest Pointe Womens Group; Ed Herrington, Inc.; and School System’s Federal Credit Union.

The program has been extraordinarily successful, 82 percent of those participating have avoided a return to the juvenile
justice system, and it is efficient. The program is offered for approximately 15 percent of the cost of a 24‐hour secure facility.

Earlier this year, the LaSalle program, previously limited to adolescent boys was selected for expansion by the Albany County
Department for Children, Youth and Families and endorsed by the County Legislature. Now known as the Juvenile Reporting
and Family Center (JRFC) and conducted in partnership with St. Anne’s Institute for Adolescent females and St. Catherine’s
Center for Children, ages nine through 13. The joint venture increases the number of Albany County students served from 10
to 40 per month and is now known as the Juvenile Reporting and Family Center (JRFC).

Albany County Legislator Raymond F. Joyce (Legislative District 13) said: “Albany’s LaSalle School is an educational
investment that has the potential to pay short‐and long‐term dividends. For years, LaSalle has been changing the lives of
young people by bringing stability and structure to families in need. The County’s support of the JRFC program and is
selection of LaSalle School makes fiscal and programmatic sense.”

Albany County Director of Probation Patrica Aikens said: “The Back to School Parent Night, was a unique collaborative this
year between our community agencies who provide services to our families. It was an evening of families spending positive
time together preparing for the new school year. The Evening Reporting center programs have been very successful in making
a difference in the lives of our families. The relationships among family members have improved greatly, our youth are
maturing, and changing how they are conducting themselves, which improves our community as a whole. It is my pleasure to
see such a positive collaborative and the difference it can make in our youth and their family.”
* * *

The LaSalle School, located in Albany’s Pine Hills neighborhood provides statewide residential and local day placement
focusing on special education programs for adolescent boys. Last, year, 100 percent of its 13‐member senior class met all state
graduation requirements, while students sharing similar economic and ethnic profiles graduate from traditional districts at a
rate of only 65 percent.

