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A week before the June 26th graduation exercises, one senior talked to
The Record newspapers on behalf of himself and his fellow grads.
Turn the page to read the full story >>

GRATEFUL GRADUATE

LaSalle School senior credits teachers with giving him the tools to discover who he really is
Published 6/26/2014; Story by Kevin Leibach, Photo by J.S. Carras; reprinted courtesy of The Record newspapers

At this year’s Annual Field Day,
it was all about LaSalle’s kids and
reinforcing positive behavior. Once
again this year, LaSalle’s PBIS committee (short for positive behavioral
intervention supports) took the lead
to organize and coordiniate activities
designed to promote good behavior,
healthy attitudes, and fun for all.
Starting with a picnic lunch, kids
and staff fortified themselves for
rounds of jumping rope, basketball,
balloon tossing, board games, and
more topped off with scoops of ice
cream, cool drinks, and prizes!
A survey taken immediately following the day indicated, on a scale
of 1 to 10, that 8.7 of youth rated the
day excellent with over 50 percent
expressing interest in planning next
year’s activities. Hello Summer!!

Kick-off to Summer: Annual LaSalle Field Day

Students, staff honored during Annual Founder’s Week ceremonies
On May 13th, this year’s Lasallian Educator of the Year award went to D. Troy Kennedy.
The next day, Kennedy accompanied Cody, a LaSalle junior, to an awards luncheon naming
him the 2014 LaSalle School recipient of the Youth Award from the Rotary Club of Albany.
A former resident at LaSalle, Kennedy has been on LaSalle’s staff for 22 years and is
currently charged with staff development and direct care staff training. The Rotary Youth
Award is presented by the Rotary Club of Albany to teenage youths from local child welfare
agencies demonstrating self reliance and perseverance.
Both Cody and Mr. Kennedy pride themselves in serving as role models for other young
men who have the ambition and drive to succeed with hard work and determination. Cody
was also congratulated by LaSalle Trustee Bill Nathan and Albany Mayor Kathy Sheehan
(insets).
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LaSalle School senior credits his teachers with giving him the tools
to discover who he really is
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proven to be a natural compliment to its
residential care program.

ALBANY >> Jacob, a student at LaSalle
School, is really into music. He says it’s the
reason he gets up in the morning.
Today, Jacob graduates with a Regents
Diploma, and hopes to use everything he’s
learned at LaSalle as he strums his way to a
successful future.
The Rensselaer County teen first came to
the Albany school on Nov. 15, 2010. Since
then, Jacob has learned more than your
standard New York state high school
curriculum; he has learned how to deal with
others.
Before coming to the residential treatment
center, he hated people; now, he understands where people come from and he
wants to try and help them in any way he
can.
“It makes your day when you make other
people smile,” Jacob said.
LaSalle was founded in 1854 by the De La
Salle Christian Brothers to serve abandoned
and orphaned boys. Today, the school is a
multi-faceted human services agency.

Mike Falzano, a music teacher and
director of music for the agency, said a
LaSalle boy is always a child of the school
and part of its family with the goal of helping the student becoming as successful as
possible. Falzano went on to explain that
“success” isn’t just based on reunification
with the child’s family: Success can also
be determined by graduating high school,
going to college, completing treatment,
learning how to address one’s problems,
getting a job, and learning how to mature.
Accredited by the Council on Accreditation of Services for Families and Children, LaSalle’s programs are licensed and
monitored by the state Office of Children
and Family Services, the state Education
Department, and the state Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services.
Jessica Repko, director of intake and
aftercase services for LaSalle, said that the
amount of time a child stays at the school
is initially determined by Social Services.
After that, she determines if LaSalle is the
right agency for a child in need. In
making her decision, a few key factors
come into play: What kind of risk does this
child bring? What kind of treatment does
he need? Is he going to run away? Does La
Salle have the proper resources and tools
for this child?
It’s all about safety — for youngsters and
staff, she added.

“We have met the demand of the need,”
said Marita Jadlos, director of the school’s
Office of Communications and
Development.

Repko remembers the first day that Jacob
came to LaSalle. She knew he had talent,
but the odds were against him. And then
Jacob asked if he could bring his guitar.

The school has an on-campus Residential Services Program, which usually has
around 70 students, and Day Services, with
about 30 students.

She told him he could, and Jacob went
on to play the first day he was there and
grabbed the attention of many staffers and
students.

Located at 391 Western Ave., LaSalle’s
main campus co-exists with residences,
businesses, public schools and nearby
colleges and universities. Over the last
decade, school officials say, the agency’s
facilities have benefited from extensive
renovation and new construction.

“He expresses himself through music,”
Repko said, “and he hadn’t played in a
while, so he wasn’t expressing himself.”

The work of LaSalle School, however,
extends beyond its residential campus.
Nearly two-thirds of the youth in the
school’s care live in their own
communities. An emphasis on the
development of enhanced education,
aftercare and preventive services, has

Troy Kennedy, LaSalle’s director of staff
development who attended the facility as a
child, said teachers do 48 hours of training
before they are even alone with a student.

“He eats, sleeps and breaths music,”
Falzano added. “He’s used music to cross
platforms.”

The teachers, Kennedy said, need to know
their environment and understand the role

they play.
“You need to speak to a kid in a way,
to get them to listen to you, but you
also have to listen to a kid in a way,
to get them to speak to you,” Kennedy said. “It’s a two-way street.”
Kennedy gives Jacob a lot of credit
for his transformation.
Jacob has been on the honor roll
every quarter since coming to the
school, he’s been in Advanced Placement classes for history and science,
he participated in Nation History Day
where the team came in second in
the regionals and fourth in the states.
He has served as student senate
president, is big in culinary arts — he
helps make food for school events
— and he works part time at a local
eatery, and, of course, he plays the
guitar.
Jacob plans to major in music
education at Schenectady County
Community College and he hopes
one day to come back to LaSalle to
help kids that are in situations similar
to his.
As he pulled out his black Epiphone
guitar and played Little Wing by Jimi
Hendrix, one could sense how
passionate Jacob is about his music,
all the way from the tip of his
ponytail to the toes inside of the
sneakers he just bought.
Jacob said without LaSalle, he
probably wouldn’t have graduated
high school and he probably would
have run away. His experience at
LaSalle allowed him to figure out
who he really is.
“Teachers don’t teach you,” Jacob
said, “They give you the tools to
teach yourself.”
The teen added that he makes the
choice to come back to LaSalle
everyday because he believes it’s the
right thing to do.
“It’s not a bad place, it helps you, it’s
hidden, you just got to find it,” Jacob
explained. “Some find it years later,
but once they find it, they will be
successful.”
Kevin Leibach
newsroom@troyrecord.com,
@TroyRecord on Twitter

