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New York State Regent makes
rare visit to school campus
Dr. James O. Jackson visits LaSalle School
It is rare for a
member of the
New York State
Board of Regents
to visit school
campuses. However,
Dr. James O. Jackson
accepted an invitation to
talk with students from LaSalle
School, tour their classrooms, and
meet with leadership from the Coalition of
853 Schools.

Dr. Jackson is a well-known educator
whose 40-year career spanned teaching
and multiple levels of school district
administration. He was instrumental in
reforming the NYS Regent’s diploma
program at Shaker High School in Latham and is an
authority on methods for increasing Regent’s diplomas in all schools. On June 15th, he engaged LaSalle’s youth, their
teachers, and administrators to discuss these and other matters significant to learning.
>> Read more about Regent Jackson’s visit to LaSalle School on the back page.

LaSalle graduates seven in 2012

Regent’s examination scores show improvement
On Friday, June 22nd, LaSalle graduated seven students at ceremonies held at the School. Parents,
guardians, families, and staff gathered at the Hanner Chapel Cultural Center and watched as the
students wore cap and gown to receive their diplomas from Director of Education James Meyer. Final
examinations taken by the graduates and their high school classmates clearly indicated positive progress
in State Regent testing scores as well as various IEP and local examinations. Many of the graduates are
expected to continue their studies at area colleges and occupational programs, and a few will enter the
workforce.
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Regent makes rare visit
NYS Regent James O. Jackson comes to LaSalle School
It is rare for a member of the New York State Board of Regents to visit school campuses.
However, Regent James O. Jackson accepted an invitation to talk with students from
LaSalle School, tour their classrooms, and meet with leadership from the Coalition of
853 Schools.
Dr. Jackson is a well-known educator whose 40-year career spanned teaching and multiple levels of school administration. He was instrumental in reforming the NYS Regent’s
diploma program at Shaker High School in Latham and is an authority on methods for
increasing Regent’s diplomas in all schools. On June 15th, he engaged LaSalle’s youth,
their teachers, and administrators to discuss these and other matters significant to
learning.
Beginning at noon, Dr. Jackson walked through LaSalle’s lunch line with students, and
then enjoyed his pizza with a small group of Agency board members, staff and two members of the high school’s Student Senate. They began by informally talking about student
life at LaSalle. As the conversation progressed, Regent Jackson enjoyed fielding questions
and responding to the students’ comments about education in the State of New York.
Dr. Jackson toured the school with several students, meeting teachers and spending time
in several classrooms. A science instructor in the North Colonie School District for 16
years, Regent Jackson carefully studied the various geology, earth, and natural science
projects underway in this differentiated instruction classroom.
Dr. Jackson participated in a roundtable with executives from 853 Schools located in
Albany. He listened intently as the group addressed the unique capacity of 853 Schools to
be successful with high need students, and also their serious concerns for the fiscal
viability of the 853 system.
Dr. Jackson is one of 17 members of New York’s Board of Regents charged with
overseeing education in New York State and represents the seven counties located in
the Third Judicial District. As a Regent, Dr. Jackson’s brief visit to LaSalle enhanced his
understanding of 853 programming, and positions him to advocate even more effectively
for the students served in these schools.

