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New OMH license paves way for outpatient clinic and integrated treatment
At their March meeting, the Mental Health Services Council of the NYS Office of Mental Health
reviewed and approved LaSalle’s application for an OMH license to operate an outpatient mental clinic
for adolescents. “This [license] opens up new funding streams, new impacts and services in the
community and an integrated behavioral health delivery system key to the Affordable Care Act,” said
Katharine Briar-Lawson, LaSalle trustee and dean of UAlbany’s School of Social Welfare. Fellow LaSalle
Trustee Robert McMahon agreed saying “as the system transitions to medicaid managed care, LaSalle is
better positioned with Health Homes and Managed Care companies with their mental health, preventive,
residential, OASAS, and now mental health clinics to be a major provider.” McMahon is retired executive director from
SCO Family of Services. LaSalle expects that it will take several months for this new clinic to become operational.
For further information about LaSalle’s new OMH licensure, you can email information@lasalle-school.org.

Ulster County Family Court Judge Anthony McGinty asks LaSalle staff:
‘How can I facilitate a successful outcome from the bench?’
On March 21st, Ulster County Family Court Anthony McGinty came to LaSalle School for a scheduled visit, and stayed three hours touring
campus, meeting with staff, and talking with Ulster County kids he helped to place at LaSalle. “It was clear he was seeking to open a dialogue
about improving how we all work with youth and families within the existing system,” said Dave Wallace, director of LaSalle’s clinical services.
“ I was impressed. He was insightful, astute, and had a broad knowledge of what role he could play to improve a youth and family’s engagement
in the court and placement process. It was a real cooperative and collaborative experience for us.” Turn the page to read the full story >>

LaSalle School is NYNP’s April ‘Agency of the Month’
With recently expanded distribution into the Capital Region, the New York Nonprofit Press is distributed monthly to more than
30,000 readers in non-profit human services agencies as well as decision makers at state and local levels of New York government.
NYNP is also distributed through 360 public libraries and local universities with programs in social work, public policy and nonprofit
management. LaSalle School is the first Capital District nonprofit to be featured as an NYNP Agency of the Month since this January
2013 expansion.

LaSalle hosts first Juvenile Reporting and Family Center
Parent Night for Albany County youth and families
The new Juvenile Reporting and Family Center, funded by ACDCYF effective March 1, 2013, held their first joint monthly Parent Night in
the LaSalle School gymnasium on the evening of March 20, 2013. The JRFC is an expansion of the highly regarded Evening Reporting Center
operated by LaSalle for the past seven years. In collaboration with St. Anne Institute and St. Catherine’s Center for Youth and Families, the
alternative to detention program expansion offers referred families the opportunity to enroll other children in the household to be involved in
safe, structured and supervised enrichment activities during high risk after school hours. Turn the page to read the full story >>

‘Chicks That Knit’ make donation to LaSalle
Two members of ‘Chicks That Knit’ came to LaSalle to deliver a donation of dozens of hand knit scarfs, mittens,
baby afghans and blankets, vests, hats, and slippers. These colorful goods will be a beautiful and welcome addition to
LaSalle’s 2013 CWSL Annual Christmas Boutique for youth. Pictured from left to right, are LaSalle’s Ed
McNamara, assistant director for program services, Beth Mashmann, Jody-Sallise Mason, and Bill Wolff, LaSalle’s
executive director. To learn more about ‘Chicks That Knit’ go to: www.chickswithsticksofglenmontny.blogspot.ny.

UPDATE:

Last month’s eNews reported on LaSalle’s participation in the annual National History Day Competition. Since that issue, two LaSalle students have
advanced to the state level History Day competition in Cooperstown, New York on April 29th. ‘Stonewall Rebellion’ is entered in the Senior Group
Exhibit category and describes a major turning point leading to the rise in gay tolerance. Projects finishing in the top two of their categories will go on
to compete at the national competion at The University of Maryland in June.

Ulster County Family Court Judge Anthony McGinty asks LaSalle staff:
‘How can I facilitate a successful outcome from the bench?’
On March 21st, Ulster County Family Court Judge Anthony McGinty came to LaSalle School on a scheduled visit. “He
spent three hours at LaSalle,” said Residential Manager Edward Carroll. “He met with the kids currently in placement,
asked them how they were doing, took pictures with them, and walked around campus.”
McGinty was very pleased to see the low incidents of AWOL behaviors at LaSalle and asked Carroll why that was.
Carroll explained to McGinty that the kids are very involved in their treatment plans, and kept busy in safe, supportive
recreational programs that are fun and challenging for them. “I told him there are no bars around the property at LaSalle, that kids were always assured they were in a safe place, and we train our staff to implement early interventions to
de-escalate any potential crisis situations, and respond proactively rather than negatively.”
From Judge McGinty’s observations on AWOL frequency as well as other questions and concerns about program
strengths and needs, it was apparent that he wanted to have a serious conversation about how he, in his role as a Family
Court Judge, could support, encourage, and organize services to assist in facilitating the placement process and impact
successful outcomes.
“It was clear he was seeking to open a dialogue about improving how we all work with youth and families within the
existing system,” said Dave Wallace, director of LaSalle’s clinical services. “I was impressed. He was insightful, astute, and
had a broad knowledge of what role he could play to improve a youth and family’s engagement in the court and placement process. It was a real cooperative and collaborative experience for us.”
During a tour of the buildings and grounds, Judge McGinty ran into a staff member who had once been through his
courtroom back in 2005. “It was just by coincidence that I saw him [ Judge McGinty] in a classroom,” said Michael
Wood. Now a LaSalle safety counselor, Wood is from Ulster County and was in LaSalle’s residential program for the better part of a year. After doing a double-take and recognizing the Judge out of his robes, Wood and McGinty took a few
minutes to have some ‘guy’ talk with Wood updating the Judge on his life now and his job at the agency Judge McGinty
helped to place him at as an adolescent.
“Judge McGinty is a great guy,” Wood recalled. “I remember he would sit with me, listen to my opinions, ask me where I
saw myself, and really tried to help. He wanted me in a good, productive place that was right for me.” Wood’s happiness
and success at his work was assurance to McGinty that he had helped this youth make the right choice for him.
Not much has changed about Judge McGinty’s style of learning about the progress of kids who come into his courtroom.
Mike, a youth currently at LaSalle from Ulster County and one of the three students from the county that participated
in Judge McGinty’s visit, commented that McGinty’s patience in listening to him definitely made a positive difference in
his attitude toward his life at LaSalle.
“It is instrumental, and crucial for LaSalle’s service delivery to children and families to foster a good relationship with
family court judges so we can ensure the youth they send to LaSalle are receiving the services they need,” said Jessica
Repko, director of intake and aftercare at LaSalle. “Judge McGinty made that work easy. He was approachable, engaging, and sincerely invested in the Ulster County kids at LaSalle.” To learn more about scheduled visits to LaSalle School,
officials can email information@lasalle-school.org.

LaSalle hosts first Juvenile Reporting and Family Center Parent Night
for Albany County youth and families
The new Juvenile Reporting and Family Center, funded by ACDCYF effective March 1, 2013, held their first joint
monthly Parent Night in the LaSalle School gymnasium on the evening of March 20, 2013.
After a buffet dinner in our cafeteria, Albany County and agency leadership joined families of youth enrolled at all three
sites by participating in low element activities facilitated by La Salle’s Challenge Course Coordinator, Dominic Cataldo.
The theme for the evening was “Emotional Safety”, with nearly 70 in attendance.
The JRFC is an expansion of the highly regarded Evening Reporting Center operated by LaSalle for the past seven years.
LaSalle’s ERC model for adolescent males has been used to develop similar programs at St. Anne Institute for adolescent
girls and St.Catherine’s Center for youth ages 9-13, with a single point of entry for centralized intake to any of the three
sites. This unique collaboration between the three agencies adds a family component with the addition of an agency
caseworker at each site.
The alternative to detention program expansion offers referred families the opportunity to enroll other children in the
household to be involved in safe, structured and supervised enrichment activities during high risk after school hours.
To learn more about the Juvenile Family Reporting Center for Albany County youth and families, you can email information@lasalle-school.org.

