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National History mock judging preps students for competition
On March 6th, four student competitors revealed their National History Day projects to a group of volunteer
professionals who agreed to review and critique them with the purpose of preparing the youth for the tough
questions they would face at the actual regional competition in two weeks. Albany County DCYF’s Teresa
Fitzpatrick joined New York SED’s Amy McHugh and Tom Hogan (retired), and LaSalle Trustees Kelly
Kimbrough and Carmen Perez-Hogan to give the students their thought-provoking and honest impressions of
each individual project.
Youth came away from the activity with useful suggestions to take into consideration as they finalize and polish
their displays for the regional competition at the New York State Museum in Albany on March 21st.
Turn the page to read the entire story >>
Visit www.nationalhistoryday.com to learn more details about the National History Day competition >>

Woll shares knowledge about residential transformation trends
As part of the Residential Transformation Cohort Project and strategic planning underway at the LaSalle, the
agency joined with Vanderheyden Hall in Troy to bring Tom Woll to the Capital District. Staff and board
members related well to Woll, well known for his analysis of trends in the children and family services arena.
Board members gained a knowledge of the importance of their role in reviewing and approving proposed
strategy in this project which coincides with LaSalle’s 2015-2018 strategic plan.
In August 2014, LaSalle’s eNews announced the agency’s selection by the Alliance for Strong Families and
Communities as one of 15 residential treatment centers to join this cohort aimed at providing learning and
consultative resources to agencies as they seek to position their organizations for sustainability as effective
providers of child and family behavior health services.
Turn the page to read the entire story >>

Staff prepare for COA reaccreditation review in March
LaSalle will undergo a rigorous reaccreditation peer review by representatives from the Council on Accreditation
(COA) at the end of March. COA is noted for its high standards and indepth analysis of practice. The Council
on Accreditation accredits the full continuum of child welfare, behavioral health, and community-based social
services, and currently accredits more than 2,200 organizations and programs serving more than 7 million
individuals and families. Please visit www.lasalle-school.org for further news about this visit in the coming
months.
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National History mock judging preps students for competition
On March 6th, four student competitors revealed their National History Day projects to a group of volunteer professionals who agreed to review and critique them with the purpose of preparing the youth for the
tough questions they would face at the actual regional competition in two weeks. Albany County DCYF’s
Teresa Fitzpatrick joined New York SED’s Amy McHugh and Tom Hogan (retired), and LaSalle Trustees
Kelly Kimbrough and Carmen Perez-Hogan to give the students their thought-provoking and honest impressions of each individual project. Youth came away from the activity with useful suggestions to take
into consideration as they finalize and polish their displays for the regional competition at the New York
State Museum in Albany on March 21st.
The theme of this year’s National History Day is ‘Leadership and Legacy in History.’ The LaSalle contestants are focusing their projects on contemporaries and historians including Former First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt, Thirty-Fourth President of the United States Dwight D. Eisenhower, and Albert Speer, minister of armaments and war production for the Nazi Party during World War II, and Prince Henry the Navigator, the royal patron of explorers.
LaSalle’s success at the regional level will mean a trip to the state competition in Cooperstown, New
York in April. A win there advances competitors to the national contest in Maryland where the final winners will be selected.
Visit LaSalle’s blog for competition updates - www.lasalle-school.org >>
Visit www.nationalhistoryday.com to learn more details about the National History Day competition >>

Woll shares knowledge about residential transformation trends
As part of the Residential Transformation Cohort Project and strategic planning underway at the LaSalle,
the agency joined with Vanderheyden Hall in Troy to bring Tom Woll to the Capital District.
On February 25th, and again the next morning, Woll presented his FORTY TRENDS outline to LaSalle
board members and staff. Updated frequently by Woll, himself, this particular presentation is in high
demand, and is very helpful for leadership in non-profit service, and board management. Staff and board
members related well to Tom asking questions that provoked detailed and thoughtful responses to
real-time situations. Board members gained a knowledge of the importance of their role in reviewing and
approving proposed strategy in this project which coincides with LaSalle’s 2015-2018 strategic plan.
LaSalle was chosen by the Alliance for Strong Children and Families to be one of 15 participants
nationwide to undertake a close examination of its residential programming and plan for the future. Woll
is very well known for his analysis of trends coupled with a thoughtful and entertaining style of
presentation. He is skilled in sharing the vast knowledge he has accumulated through interviews with
numerous stakeholders in the children and family services arena.
As LaSalle looks to engage the children and families we serve in all programs and assist them in
building greater stability in their lives, Tom’s insights were valuable, and extremely useful as LaSalle
seeks to become an even stronger provider.
Tom Woll is on staff at the Alliance for Strong Children and Families as the chief consultant on this
cohort project, and is a top consultant in the field of Human Services.
In August 2014, LaSalle’s eNews announced the agency’s selection by the Alliance for Strong Families
and Communities as one of 15 residential treatment centers to join this cohort aimed at providing
learning and consultative resources to agencies as they seek to position their organizations for
sustainability as effective providers of child and family behavior health services.

