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Albany Devil’s, Globetrotter inspire LaSalle during Spirit Week
It just keeps on getting better and better!! The visit to LaSalle on January 10th by Albany Devil’s defensemen
Brandon Burlon and Joe Faust to talk with youth about their careers and experiences along the way to becoming
pro hockey players was followed two days later by another motivational speaker. On Thursday, January 12th,
Albany District Attorney David Soares described an anti-bullying initiative being sponsored by his office before
introducing a former member of the Harlem Globetrotters who drove home Soare’s message that positive self
talk is fundamental and that the words we speak about ourselves and others really do matter.
The Albany Devil’s visit was arranged by Devil’s CEO Christopher Ciceri and LaSalle’s Tom Deguire. The
Globetrotter engagement was one of a series of motivational presentations sponsored by the Albany District
Attorney’s Office.
Turn the page to read the entire stories >>
Go to www.lasalle-school.org to see the blog postings and video >>

LaSalle School is a leader in programs and services for youth and families in crisis offering a variety of programs
designed to meet their needs including specialized residential placement, day service education,
and alternative to detention services.
The Counseling Center at LaSalle – an outpatient mental health clinic – is located at LaSalle School.
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Albany Devil’s meet, greet coincides with Spirit Week
On January 10th, LaSalle School welcomed Albany Devil’s players Brandon Burlon and Joe Faust to
campus. The Hanner Cultural Center was the scene of an assembly arranged through the cooperation of
Devil’s CEO Christopher Ciceri and LaSalle’s Tom Deguire for some 40 students. The hockey pros spent
time with the kids answering questions ranging from how did you get to play hockey for a career to how
long have you been working to become a professional hockey player. Youth also heard about the player’s
earliest recollections playing hockey and skating, balancing academics with sports, their motivations,
challenges, and goals. At the end of their time together Burlon, a fourth year defenseman, and Faust, a
first year defenseman, posed for photos with the LaSalle youth, met the kids and gave out autographs.
This activity occurred as LaSalle’s Spirit Week sponsored by the agency’s Positive Behavioral
Intervention Supports (PBIS) got underway. Spirit Week is intended for the entire youth and staff
populations of LaSalle, and encourages students to get involved and work together toward a united and
common goal: Promoting and supporting LaSalle School. Anti-bullying and appropriate classroom and
social behaviors and dress will be themes throughout the week.

Soares: Your words matter; Globetrotter: Be world changers
On Thursday, January 12th, Albany District Attorney David Soares asked a packed gymnasium of youth,
staff, and board members at Albany’s LaSalle School to talk positively and put those words into action, to
improve their lives by being better people to themselves and to one another.
Soares’ request gave the audience something to think about when former Harlem Globetrotter Seth
Franco stepped up to the microphone dressed in a Globetrotter jersey to drive home the Albany DA’s
message with an inspirational presentation that was as much serious as it was fun.
In between some fancy footwork and ball handling, he raised his audience, lifted their spirits, and
encouraged them to do better for themselves and others. “Every person in this room is a legend, a hero,”
Franco said. “Every person in this room has a struggle but decides to change anyway – to look at the
world differently.”
Franco backed up his message with some personal experiences and problems he had to face and
overcome to be a success. Afterwards, the kids swarmed around him to take photos, get autographs, and
thank Franco for coming to LaSalle and adding to their Spirit Week, and the Sports theme of that day.
Media coverage from News 10 ABC was provided for the entire event, with a clip airing on Channel 10’s
News at Noon.
Franco’s appearance was part of a motivational, anti-bullying program – Fighting Crime Building Hope
– targeted for schools, particularly in the City of Albany, that is being sponsored by the Albany District
Attorney’s Office. For more details, please contact LaSalle’s Office of Communications and
Development (518) 242-4731, ext. 271. Learn more about the Fighting Crime Building Hope program at
www.albanycountyda.com

